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HEBREWS

I ntroduction

he letter to the Hebrewsis a study in contrasts. First, it marks the differences between how

God spoke in the past and how He speaks to, and deals with, man in this age of grace, from
Pentecost until the return of Christ for His bride, the Church. In Romans 3, the apostle Paul
speaks of Christ, “whom God has set forth to be a propitiation (hilasterion—the place where God
is satisfied) through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that
are past” (Darby). Under the Law, this was the frame of reference for the Jewish Day of
Atonement, when the blood of sacrifice was applied to the Mercy Seat for the putting away of
past sins. Here, the Holy Spirit, through the author of this epistle to the Hebrews, presents a
systematic argument for the superiority of the New Testament over the First Testament. Thisis
true, the writer says, because the Founder of the New Testament (the Son of God) is superior to
the founders of the First Testament (the prophets who spoke to the fathers). The purpose is not to
discredit or diminish the First Testament as God’'s Word to His people, but to encourage those
Hebrews who were (1) coming face to face with the Gospel and (2) also with the redlization that
the revelation of God had changed and advanced into new realms of truth. They were torn
between what they had learned through years of living with trials and blessings, following the Law
and the promises, and what they were now hearing of grace and freedom. Therefore, the message
has specific application to one born under the Law or one who was born into a lineage whose
immediate forefathers lived under obligation to the Law. Neither of these things can ever be true
(1) of aGertile, or (2) of one born since Pentecost and that first transitional generation. What the
Cross clearly established was the work of the Kinsman Redeemer for all believing I sragl that
covered their sins past as it also resolved the issue of sin forever. Then, the resurrection brought
victory for mankind into sharp focus as the Man, Jesus, who was “made to be an” was “made to
be the righteous One” for all who would accept Him as Savior. That brought present redemption
and present righteousness to man, through union with Him as God'’s heirs, and son-ship to
mankind as membership in God’s family became areality. But we must not overlook a till more
emphatic truth--The ascension of Jesus brought present righteousness to Heaven as the ascended
Only Begotten Son of God, the Man, Jesus, accepted the throne of the Father in unapproachable
light. Darby stated it thus, “Romans 3:25, givesit historicaly, for the sins of all who were saved
in the Old Testament times are put away by this sacrifice; but we may apply it immediately, and
see that not only our past sins are put away, but we stand in righteousness for the present.”

“The inspired writer, used by the Holy Spirit to record this epistle, was the Apostle Paul”
(Louis T. Tabot, Sudiesin the Epistle to the Hebrews, p.2).



DIVISION 1. CHAPTER 1:1-2:4
Christ the First-born, is unigue and supreme as the Apostle of our confession,
is now enthroned, supreme above the angels
and is the One through whom the Law was given and Who laid the
foundation of peace between man and God.?

Introduction to Division 1

From the opening verse, 1:1 through 2:4, we see the Son presented by the Holy Spirit, through
the author, whom | believe is the Apostle Paul, as superior to all others, whether in heaven or
on earth. This presentation begins with God the Father’ s revelation of Himself in the past through
the prophets, and then establishes that Christ is the full manifestation (revelation) of God among
men. In order to show that thisis reasonable to
the minds of men, the Son is demonstrated to be | “By ascending before God on high, He
superior to all, in nature, in power, and in being. | establishesa present-righteousness—all
First, Christ is shown to be one with the Father. | sinsforgiven and we made the

They share a single essence or character, which | righteousnessof God in Christ. Romans
is fully displayed in all of its elements and to all 3:25, givesit historically, for the sins of

creation, by the Son, but always according to all who were saved in the Old Testament
the will of the Father. There is no aspect to be timesare put away by the sacrifice; but
known of God that is not revealed in the Son. we may apply it immediately, and see
This man, Jesus of Nazareth, was the that we sand in righteousness for the
human/physical embodiment of every single present.” --John N. Darby,

thing that God would ever choose to show of
Himself. The Son was God, in every sense, subjected to the limitations of man in the flesh, and as
to Hiswalk in the light of God He possessed all power on earth, though by His own choice, and
in obedience to His Father, He did not use that power but depended in every aspect of his human
life on the Holy Spirit with whom He was in union. He was the perfect sacrifice for man’s sin by
virtue (1) of His moral perfection and (2) His appointment by the Father. Because of this, He was
the unique person of the universe.

@ Headings from F. W. Grant, The Numerical Bible, Louizeaux Bros.
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Section 1. Chapter 1:1-4
God the Father identified with the Son in whom He has now fully spoken.

“God has spoken!” What marvelous words the Spirit usesto open this Epistle to the Hebrews.
In this section we see the unity of the Son with the Father, because the Father identified with the
Son; and we see that the Son is everything that God the Father expressed to thisworld and all
creation. That latter fact (that the Son is the full expression of the Father) is the foundation on
which progressive revelation rests. As man moves through time and collates his collective
experience with God, there is, and has been, a steady unfolding, a growing revelation of both
God's character and of His intents for mankind. Each succeeding generation has discovered more
information regarding the plan of God for man and ultimately for the glorification before all
creation, of His only begotten Son. That process has continued until today. This new information
is not so much revelation, but new understanding of just how much of God the ascended Lord
Jesus revealed as He passed from glory into flesh, and then returned to glory, but yet as glorified
Man.

The Son issuperior to the prophets. 1:1-3

(Heb 1:1) In the Greek text, “at sundry timesand in divers manners’ comesfirst in the
sentence for emphags. It isimportant that God spoke, but it is central to the proposition of the
writer that we understand the contrasts between what and how God spoke in the past and what
and how God is speaking to us today. Don't fail to make the triple application of this contrast to
(1) the recipients of this letter to the Hebrews as the end of the transition generation of Jews; (2)
the Gentiles, who were dealing with the first generation Christian Church’s struggle with the Law;
and (3) our contemporary dealings with legalism borrowed from Old Testament principles and
adopted as an interim ethic for immature believers. “Sundry times’ isliteraly “in many parts
or portions.” What the letter to the Hebrews clearly conveysis the thought that what was spoken
through the prophets to Moses, to Isaiah, to David, etc, is substantively different from what God
speaks to those in the New Testament period after the resurrection and ascension of the Lord
Jesus. Thereisadefinite article “the” before “ God,” calling attention to the person of God as
the One who was acknowledged and worshiped by the fathers of the Jews and now by New
Testament believers. There is no article before “ Son” emphasizing the common source, God, for
the message of both the First and the New Testaments.

The author of the letter is going to repeatedly make a case for this central message--the revelation
of God spoken by the Son of God through the Apostlesis different from, and supercedes, the
revelation of God given through the prophets, because the requirements of that revelation have
been satisfied.

It is very helpful to recadl that in the four Gospels, each of them presents Christ in a different
view. In Matthew He is presented as the King of Israel, identified with David; in Mark, He is

1 Wuest, Kenneth, Hebrews in the Greek NT, p32



presented as the Servant of God, found in complete obedience to the will of the Father; in Luke's
Gospel Heis presented as the Son of Man, fully identified with the First Adam; and in John, Heis
presented as the “Only Begotten Son of the Father,” identified as God the Creator of all! Inthese
four records, God the Father has spoken to usin His Son. Paul’s letter to the Hebrewsisa
continuation of that same method--God has spoken to usin the Person of His Son, “God manifest
in flesh.”

The word for “worlds’ (KJV) and “ages’ hereisaionas. Wuest says this, “The idea in the word
aionas is not merely that of the vastness and magnificence of the physica universe, but the
thought of the times and ages through which the purpose and plan of God are gradually
unfolding.”? It is very important that we note the progressive nature of the unfolding plan of God
for His creation. Fail to do so and you mix the reasons for which the revelations of the past were
given with the reasons for which the Church was revealed. Here, the first application isto the
transitional generation of Believers, those born under the Law, who were now faced with the
principles of liberty and grace. The second application isto the Church, those born and born
again on this side of Pentecost, never under obligation to the Law, but who use the Law to gain a
richer, fuller, understanding of God and His plan for resolution of the issue of sin and the
consequent redemption of sinners, aswell as the completion of His promises to a people destined
for an eternal earthly inheritance.

In many portions and in many different fashions, the God we know, having spoken
by means of the prophets to the fathers, at the end of these days has spoken to us
in (the person of His) Son, whom He has established heir of all things, by whom
also He made the ages; Heb. 1:1,2

(1:3) “Brightness’ has been described as radiance, out-raying, or effulgence. Today, we might
understand it better as radiation, not just the transmission of heat or energy, but the emission of
elements, a spewing forth of the essential nature of something, an ionic bombardment. The Sonis
all of the essence of God that this world can even discern. He is the encapsulation of the glory of
God now released within this cosmos. “ Glory” refersto the fullness of God' s attributes, the
totality of His essence, His character, Hisbeing. All of God's very nature that can be released in
man’ sworld is radiated from the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Whatever stature the Old Testament
prophets possessed among the Fathers, stands in stark and pitiful contrast to this superlative
description of God in Christ.

2 Kenneth W. Wuest, Hebrews in the Greek New Testament, W.B. Eerdmans Publishing .



“Expressimage’ character, hasto do with all the individual parts of the features of God. Where
“glory” speaks of the nature of God in whole, charakter speaks of the individual parts in concert.
The Son is not only the representation of the whole of God, but of every individual aspect of His
divine person (nature), all of His attributes embodied. When, therefore, Christ came and
presented Himself the singular, perfect sacrifice, all law passed away, having been totally fulfilled,
and He, the aternative, stood in its stead. The

Law was like a great searchlight, looking for Our goal for living is His character, not
that perfect manifestation of God within the the Law . . .Any believer who extracts
world of men, and when it discovered Jesusthe elements from the Law of Israel and
Christ, its search was ended and the Son attempts to use them to measure his’her

emerged. John stated it thisway; “No one has life before God, impoverishes

ever seen God, but God the One and only, who himself/herself in terms of the higher
is & the Father's Sde, has completely reveaed calling of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Him” (John 1:18).

John acknowledges that Christ is the present and total revelation of all that God is! It is Christ
victorious who stands before us and faces the Father. Our godl for living is His character, not the
Law. Itisnot that standard of acceptability measured in bulls, goats, loaves, tithes, lands, or time.
Our only standard is His life; but wait—it’ s not His life as lived in flesh before the cross—it’ s His
life as lived now, from His ascended position in glory, through His body still on earth, the Church
alive and abiding in Him! Any believer, who extracts elements from the Law of Israel, and
attempts to use them to measure his/her life before God, impoverishes himself/herself in terms of
the higher cdling of the Lord Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:21-“For me to live is Christ;” Galatians
2:20-"1 have been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer | who live, but Christ livesin me;” 1
Thessalonians 5:10-“...whether we are awake or adeep, we may live together with Him;” each
verse presents the believer's only norm, the living Lord Jesus. No believing Jew under the Law
would ever have thought to say, “For me to live is Jehovah's acceptable sacrifice.” Nor would he
say, “Whether we are awake or asleep, we may live joined to the sacrificial lamb.” Becoming one
with the sacrificial animal being offered was not area concept. Commutation of sin to the
sacrifice, both personal and corporate, wastheir reality! But, for the Christian it is altogether
different. Our blessed positionisin the Son! Not just redeemed by Him, but redeemed in Him.

The Ark of the Covenant and its contents presented a constant picture, a type, of God covering
the sin of man by the blood of the sacrifice, which the Levitica priests sprinkled on the Mercy
Seat. The book of Leviticusisfilled with references to the sons of Aaron “making atonement” for
the Israelites by blood offerings. These blood offerings, sprinkled upon the Mercy Seat on the
Ark of the Covenant, covered the sins of Israel and gained God’ s forgiveness for the penitent
offerer. In contrast, here Paul states that our sins have been “ cleansed (purged)”® once for all,
not simply ‘covered asin their past. Where the priest of Israel ‘covered’ the sins of the people
every year; the Son, having “ cleansed” sin once, “ sat down” at the right hand of the Father.
Wouest reminds us that, “ having made” is a middle voice participle, which represents the subject

% The Greek root is the word from which we get catharsis.



(the Son) either acting upon himself or in his own interest. Christ, on His own initiative, acted
upon Himself, offering His own body as the Sacrifice for sin (10:12) and acting in His own
interest pursued the will of the Father. But, at the sametime, “By Himsdlf” (NASB) is not the
best trandation, because it conveys a sense of following solely His own will and not that of the
Father.

“Purification of sSns’ should be understood in its fullest implications. We are not purified from
sins only, but the sin itself has been put away by the sacrifice of the Son. In the present, the
power of sin has been walled-off; a separation from the believer has been affected. In the future,
after death, the very presence of sin has been separated from the believer. Therefore, purging or
purifying describes the very fact of sin having been located apart from the believer and the basis
for guilt and penalty nullified. Thisis extremely important as we view the believer before the
Bema Seat of Christ, where he is not caled into question because of any present sins not atoned
for, but is rewarded solely for the work of Christ in his life—all else has been located entirely
apart from him for eternity by the work of “purification!” We cannot be held accountable for
sins not yet dealt with totally, since the work of purification has been accomplished and owned
through union with the ascended Lord Jesus sitting at the “ right hand of the M aj esty on high.”

When we consider the purification of sins the obvious thing is that only the one sinned against can
forgive the sin. Since we have sinned against God, it is only He that can forgive the Sin. Less
obviousis that before He can forgive, He must purge, else the sinitself is a barrier because He is
totally holy and cannot in any way enter arelationship that is tainted by sin. The moral necessity
of His holiness demands that He must thoroughly cleanse any poor sinners who are to appear
before Him. For the believer on this side of Pentecost that means entering into the present
righteousness that accompanies our position in Him through union. It is not a future event, but an
accomplished fact. Because He cannot bear sin, He must take it away by His own act.

Who being the radiation (brightness) of His very nature (glory), and the express
image of his person, and maintaining (upholding) all things by the word of his
power, when he, having made purification of sins (purged our sins), sat down on
the right hand of the Mgesty on high; Heb. 1.3

The Son issuperior to the angels. 1:4-2:18
(Heb 1:4) The issue here is not original creation, for the Son is eternal. It isan issue of human

dignity and divine office. The Son, who was made for a little while lower® than the angels, was
elevated in His ascension to a position at the right hand® of Majesty and with power over all

“ Heb. 2:9

°Acts 7:56 Stephen saw heaven “open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of
God. Paul, in Ro. 8:34, declaresthat it is Jesus Christ, who was raised to life and is now at the
right hand of God where he isinterceding for us.



creation. There is not any thought of personal sovereignty conveyed here. Nor isit afocuson
His moral excellence as the perfect man, but rather of position by inheritance, power by means of
the Holy Spirit’ sfilling and the Father’s anointing, and temporal authority by appointment over all
creation--1t’s a family matter. At no time did God the Father ever offer sonship to an angel. That
position has been and will be occupied by the “only begotten Son,” the Lord Jesus Christ, (John
3:16). Look at our part in this scenario, as related to the Galatian believers by the Apostle Paul:
“So also we, while we were children, were held in bondage under the elemental things of the
world. But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born
under the Law, in order that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might
receive the adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son
into our hearts, crying, ‘Abbal Father!”” (Galatians 4:3-6).

Having become far superior to the angels, as he has by inheritance obtained a more
excellent name than they. For unto which of the angels said He at any time, Thou
art my Son, this day have | begotten thee? And again, | will be to him a Father, and
he shall be to me a Son? Heb 1:4,5

(Heb.1:6) “First begotten” prototokos (see Colossians 1:15) from which we get ‘ prototype’
today, describes the relationship of the Son to all creation, both on Earth and in Heaven. The
angels of God worship the Son in His glorified humanity, the Last Adam now ascended. By way
of contrast, “only-begotten” monogenes (see John 3:16) describes the relationship of the Son to
the Father, the shared divine nature and essence of the Trinity.

And when He shall have brought again the first begotten into the inhabited world,’
He says,” and let all the angels of God worship him. Heb.1:6

® | nhabited world is oikoumene and was used in that day of the entire Roman Empire. It is
particularly pertinent to the sequence of events at the end of the present age, when the period
known as the Great Tribulation will once again see the Revived Roman Empire, then headed by
the Antichrist, defeated by the returning Messiah, the victorious Christ.

" Deut. 32:43, Psm. 97:7



(Heb 1:7) In Psalms 104:4
the Psalmist describes the
power and authority of

Kenneth Wuest has 1:7 as;
“And with reference to the
angels He saith, Who

The Greek Text has 1.7 as,
“And with regard to the
angels He says, The One

God with this statement: maketh His angels winds, making the angels of Him
“He (God) makesthe and His servants aflame of spirits, and the ministers of
winds (spirits, pneumata) fire.” him of fire aflame.”

His messengers (angels,),
and His ministers aflame
of fire.”

Put 1:6 and 1:7 together thisway: “When He, God the Father, shall have brought again back
to the cosmos, which He, the Son, had created, His first-begotten now reentering the now
inhabited world, He, the Father, says, and let all the angels of God wor ship Him, the Son.
And, referring to the angels, the Father saysthat He Himself makesthe spiritsthe Son’s
messengers and His servants of fireaflame.” Your thoughts should be immediately drawn to
Pentecost and the revelation of the Holy Spirit appearing as tongues of flames empowering the
first entrants into the Church of Jesus Christ, His Body, with gifts of service to spread the Gospel
of the risen Savior. Thereisagreat contrast being presented here by the author of thisletter. It
is between the nature of the Son and the nature of angels. The Son is superior, in fact, in
appointment, in standing with the Father, in attributes, in every conceivable way, to angels. They
are, in fact, His servants, the messengers of the Father who brought the Son comfort and filled
His needs while He was enduring the humiliation of His suffering and sacrifice as a man.

And of the angels he says, who makes his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame
of fire. Heb 1.7

(1:8) “But” introduces the other half of the contrast. In marked contrast to the appointment of
angels as ministers and servants of the “Only-Begotten” of God, “ unto the Son He says, Thy
throne, O God, isunto the age of the age, and therod of righteousnessistherod of your
kingdom.” The Son of God, made flesh and come into the world of men asaman, is now
ascended to the Father (as a Man), where the Father addresses Him as God forever. It isthe Son
whose mark of rule is the rod of uprightness (euthutetos), acquired by Him as perfect humanity.
That work of the Son is the foundation on which His rule over His kingdom will endure. No one,
not one single soul in Israel’ s past, could make that claim; not Moses, not father Abraham, not
David, not Jeremiah, Isaiah, Jacob, Aaron, none but Jesus of Nazareth! Note that thereisa
definite article before “rod” which meansthat it isnot “a rod” but “therod” of righteousness.
There is only one standard, one rod, by which to measure perfect righteousness-in-action
(euthutetos), the character and life of the Son of God incarnate, the Lord Jesus Christ.

But unto the Son he says, Thy throne, O God, is unto the age of the age: the rod of
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Righteousness (uprightness) is the scepter of thy kingdom. Hebrews 1:8

(2:9-12) In verse 9, “righteousness’ dikaiosune refers to a perfect attribute of each person of the
Trinity, which, in this case, establishes a norm or standard for righteousness. Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit possess the attribute of righteousness as intrinsic to their very divine nature. Anything
that falls short of that perfection is therefore, unrighteous. That perfect purity has been a defining
object of the love of the Son of God forever inthe past. There was never a time when the Son
did not love righteousness and despise unrighteousness (iniquity). Because of that, the Father, in
expressing His will, expressed it as the Word, anointed God the Son as the Only Begotten Son,
who came in flesh as Jesus the Chrigt, the Last Adam, and set Him above al others as Lord of
Lords. Further, it was given to the Son in eternity past, to establish the Earth and Heavens asthe
work of Hisown hands. This position of the Son is an eternal one—there was never a time when
the Son was not the total expression of all that the Father is and wills and does. By this testimony,
we know that it wasthe Son of God in His creative capacity that ordered the work of Genesis
Chapter One. John addressed that in the first chapter of his Gospel account--" All things were
made by Him and without Him was nothing made that was made.” In Psalm 102:25, “Of old
Thou didst found the earth; and the heavens are the work of Thy hands. Even they will perish,
but Thou dost endure; and al of them will wear out as a garment; like clothing Thou wilt change
them, and they will be changed, but Thou are the same, and Thy years will not come to an end.”
Two Psalms further, in Psalm 104, we see, “O Lord my God, Thou art very great; Thou art
clothed with splendor and majesty, covering Thyself with light as with a cloak.” These passages
express the intimate relationship that the Son of God, our Lord, has always had with creation—it
isall part of His humiliation in obedience to the will of the Father. At afuture point, which we
know to be at the Great White Throne judgment, these will all pass away, both heaven and earth,
and a“new heaven” and a“new earth” will descend from God, because the new isfit for the
glorified Last Adam. Even as creation ages and fails, the eternal nature of the Son of God shall
not fail or diminish. Heis Sovereign, Perfectly Just, Absolutely Righteous, and Eternally
Immutable.

Y ou have loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even your God,
has anointed you with the oil of gladness above your fellows. And, You, Lord, in
the beginning have laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works
of your hands. They shall perish; but you remain; and they all shall wax old as
does a garment; and as a vesture shall you fold them up, and they shall be changed:
but Y ou are the same, and Y our years shall not fail. Heb 1:9-12

(1:13, 14) “But” introduces contrast again. No one of the angelic order was commanded to sit at
the right hand of God, the position of honor and authority. In contrast to the Son’s rule and
position of honor, the angels are al “ ministering (serving) spirits. Further, they are sent to
minister, first to the Son, and now to and for them who are the “ heirs of salvations,” believers of
thisage. That same band of heavenly hosts who attended the Lord Jesus in His incarnation is now
busy attending the Body of Christ. They are the “great cloud of witnesses’ (12:1) who
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monitor man and the grace of God toward man.
But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until I make

your enemies your footstool? Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation? Heb 1:13, 14
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Section 3. Chapter 2:1-4
Publication of the Gospd with three witnesses

Introduction to Section 3:

In the close of thisfirst Division of the letter to We must not allow the Church of Jesus

the Hebrews, the conclusion is drawn sharply : : . : :
into focus on the “Good News’ of the Gospel Christ to occupy itself primarily with

of salvation. It beginswith awarning to “give the promises of God to Israel, the Old

more earnest heed” and not to overlook Testament Message, but lay hold
those things, which attested to the overarching  |through diligent study to that core of
authority of the Son of God, Jesus the man Pauline instructions to the Church, lest

among men. “Therefore” refersto all that has they drift right past us!
been declared in Chapter 1 regarding God's
having spoken to believers through the Lord
Jesus. William R. Newell saysthat “this refers evidently to the Four Gospels and the Acts.” God
did not deliver the message of His presence among men without also giving confirming evidence
that man could understand; therefore, that His expectation, even His demand, of aresponse is
just. Throughout the Gospels signs and wonderful events attended the presence and ministries of
Jesus wherever He went. This continued with the Apostles as the Gospel spread from Jerusalem
following Pentecost. The national history of Isragl is a continuing past narrative of God's
faithfulness to deliver precisely what He promised them. Their forefathers and prophets all spoke
to the authentication of this carpenter’s son from Nazareth as the blessed Messiah, that One who
was to come and deliver them from the endavement of sin. Alas, too many chose to blame Rome
for their oppression, occupying themselves with the physical and ignoring the spiritual, and that
fact defined their expectations of what the Messiah would do on their behalf. The Church today is
not exempt from these same misconceptions about what Jesus is doing, or should be expected to
do, on behalf of those who claim to stand on the ground of peace with God. Thisis the tragedy

of Pentecostalism. What excuses are we attempting to offer for our failures to trust and patiently
wait for His solutions to life’s dilemmas? If we treat our Lord as the genie of the lamp, there to
resolve our conflicts, hea our hurts, or meet our desires, then are we not placing ourselvesin that
company within Israel who ssimply wanted a political deliverer to bring them ease in their daily
existence? Thereisa priceto be paid for our self-delusion as there certainly was with theirs.

Man ignoresthe Gospel at hisown eternal peril.

(2:1) Because of these superiorities of the Son over al others, “earnest heed” must be paid to
“the things which we have heard” of the life, death, and claims of Jesus as the promised
Messiah, but who now lives as the resurrected, ascended, Son of Man. (Thisis not a diminished
title from “the Only Begotten Son of God,” but recognizes that it isa Man that now sts on that
heavenly throne and who will to be set over the world to come. (Darby)) These Hebrew
Believers must grasp this truth; otherwise, they may allow truth to “ drift past” them, which
would then be lost to them. They are moving with the tide of God’s progressive revelation. They
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were thoroughly familiar with the truth revealed through the Law, the fathers, and the prophets
and they had the Word of God delivered in their midst by Christ Himself and those who had heard
Him in person. This exhortation is for them to examine the differences between the Old
Testament record of promises and the Gospel account of fulfillment. Then, they should move on
to the hallmark of the New Testament, freedom provided by orientation to grace. Remember, they
did not have, as do we, the entire record of New Testament revelation. The first Testament was
delivered to men and witnessed by the angels and the prophets. The Holy Spirit through the
Apostles delivered the New Testament after the ascension of Jesus. This message is of supreme
importance to us today, because it is our point of beginning. We start with the revelation through
the Epistles and take our understanding of grace back to the Old Testament. As spiritual leaders,
pastors, elders, and teachers, we must not allow the Church of Jesus Christ to occupy itself, in
either personal or corporate life, primarily with the promises of God to Israd, the Old Testament
Message, but lay hold, through diligent study, to that core of the Pauline instructions to the
Church, lest they drift past us!

Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have
heard, lest at any time we should let them drift past. Heb. 2:1

(2:2-4) “If” isafirst class fulfilled condition better trandated, “since”--Since the word spoken
by angelswas sure, and just punishment was meted out, they had their entire history to prove
those things to be true. Thenthe logica question is; “how isit possible that we shall escape’
our own punishment “if we neglect so great salvation?” Thisisthoroughly Jewishinits
orientation. That is the question Paul has put to those who would look at the claims of Christ and
then continue to practice the temple obligations and obedience to the Law associated with the
First Testament. The claim that every requirement of the Law was satisfied by Christ must be
answered! Decisons must be reached asto the miracles performed in support of the claims. To
go back to the Law and drift past the words spoken by Christ isto regject them. He said that He
was the Son of God! He said that one could ask of Him and receive water that would dack thirst
forever! He said to the blind, go wash and you shall see! He said, bring the loaves and fish to me,
and five thousand were fed! Hesaid if | go, | will come againl What was true of those to whom
this letter was written is still true of ustoday! In fact, since we have so much more a complete
revelation, it isimperative that we make a clear choice to stand on grace alone and not on pre-
cross practices. Thisisamajor fork in the road of Christian walk and practice. Christians today
who like to engage themselves in worship centered on observation of Old Testament feast days,
dietary observances, and pageantry are drawing very close indeed to contamination of the Gospel
by infatuation with keeping the law. Even more significantly, they have ataken a pathway that
leads ever more distant from the principles of grace that must govern the life of the Believer.

For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, and every transgression and
disobedience received a just recompense of reward; How shall we escape, if we
neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and
was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; God aso bearing them witness,
both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy
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Ghost, according to hisown will? Heb. 2:2-4
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DIVISION 2. CHAPTERS 2:5-4:13
Chrig, in contrast to Moses and Joshua,
in His suffering and death for His brethren,
defeating Satan and delivering those subject to bondage.

Introduction to Division 2

he presentation in Division 2 isthat of contrasts. There is a core difference between the

dealings of Moses or Joshua with Satan, Sin, and the people of God; compared to the
dealings of the Lord Jesus Christ with Satan, Sin, and the people of God. It isthis--Whenever
God empowered and instructed Moses and Joshua to take a position of strength in the face of
sinful opposition, it was always to confine or restrict the access of that archenemy of the Father,
Satan, in his pursuit of God’s people. The fact isthat Satan’s power, exercised through man's
sinful nature of rebellion, was never broken, but controlled. Therefore, the people remained at
risk of bondage, depending on their obedience to God's commands embodied inthe Law. In
contrast; when Christ came as a man, and died on the Cross to satisfy every demand of Sin, He
thus met the requirements of the Law that defined sin once-for-all, and the issue of Sin itself was
forever and finally dealt with. There could be no other action taken nor statement made in
regardsto sin having been defeated and put away. Man, in Christ, was judicialy set apart from
any reach of the Law and its condemnation, because we were joined to Christ in His death. Our
position before God is in Him; therefore, when He paid the full price by His death on the Cross,
so too were we rendered dead unto Sin. Contrast that to the Jew who islooking forward to
Messiah. Hislife waslived in anticipation that freedom from bondage would be secured to him
when the King finally ruled.
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Section 1. Chapter 2:5-9
Christ isalready crowned with glory and isto be over the world to come.

I ntroduction to Section 1

he stone of stumbling for many Jews was that when Messiah came, He did not claim victory

asthey envisioned it, binding their oppressors and overthrowing their governments. He came
forgiving, hedling, teaching, and accepting. They failed to see that through His resurrection He
emerged glorified and magnified. His message was to take the word of His victory to all the
world, teaching obedience to His commands and allegiance to His Father. Glory was His crown,
and rule, His destiny. The core message of His followers was that of reconciliation.

(2:5, 6) The author of the letter reminds his readers that the Father did not put the world of the
future under the rule of angels. Once (in Adam) dominion was given to man, but he lost it
through disobedience. But, it isa Man who isto be set over the world to come (Darby). Hetook
aMan, once made “a little lower than the angels’ (speaking specifically of the Lord Jesus in His
incarnation), and made Him supreme ruler over all creation forever.

For unto the angels has He not put in subjection the world to come, whereof we
speak. But onein a certain place testified, saying, What is man, that thou art
mindful of him? or the son of man, that thou visitest him? Hebrews 2:5,6

(2:7, 8) Of the Son of man, it is said that He was made “ a little lower than the angels,” not in
character or attributes, but in terms of the prerogatives of deity, which He eternally had at His
command. Then, having been assigned a lower status for the duration of His incarnation asa
man, at His ascension, the Father conferred status on Him and “ crowned Him with glory
(shining) and honor,” and also at that time, “all was put in subjection to Him” asthe
ascended Man. It is mind-boggling to consider, but when the Son of God emptied Himself of His
prerogatives as deity and took on the form of a man, He did so forever. It isaglorified Manin
Heaven today, asthe source of the life of His Church. It was the resurrected Man, the Last
Adam, to whom all things were made subject.

Y ou made Him a little lower than the angels; Y ou crowned Him with glory and
honor, and set him over the works of your hands. Y ou have put all thingsin
subjection under his feet. For in that He put all in subjection under Him, He left
nothing that is not put under Him. But now we do not yet see all things put under
Him. Heb. 2.7, 8

(Heb 2:9) “But” introduces a contrast. In contrast to seeing Jesus, God incarnate in flesh, in His
reigning place of honor, we “ see Jesus, who once was made a little lower than the angels for
the purpose of His suffering death, now risen and crowned with glory and honor, in order that
He by means of the grace of God should once and for all taste death for every man..
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But we see Jesus, who was made alittle lower than the angels for the suffering of
death, crowned with glory and honor; that he by the grace of God should taste
death for every man. Hebrews 2:9

Section 2. Chapter 2:10-18
His humiliation and suffering as Kinsman Redeemer

(Heb 2:10) It was (1) completely consistent with the divine nature, (2) right in light of His decrees
regarding sin, and (3) fitting to man’s thoroughly lost condition; that the Father would make the
author of salvation perfect and complete through suffering as a man. It was asa man that He, the
only begotten Son of the heavenly Father, brought many sons to the Father and into a right
relationship with God and thusinto glory. In Isaiah 53, that tremendous passage deding with the
suffering of the Christ yet to come, this very process was foretold--(v10,11) “But the Lord (the
Father) was pleased to purge Him (the Son), putting Him to grief; when his soul would render
Him as a guilt offering, He (the Father) will see His seed, He (the Father) will prolong His (the
Son’'s) days, and the good pleasure of the Lord will prosper in Hishand. Asaresult of the
anguish of His (the Son’s) soul, He (the Father) will see it and be satisfied.” The use of “ soul”
here is very important because the soul is that element of man that defines his humanity.

In His pre-incarnate state Christ was a spirit being, just asis the Father. In taking on flesh and
becoming man, the eternal Son of God became Jesus of Nazareth, fully human and possessing a
soul. Itisinthissense that Heisthe unique person of the entire creation--fully spirit and fully
human. Lest we entertain the thought that it was no big ded for the Son of God to suffer
punishment at the hands of man, that He probably possessed the ability to anesthetize Himself in
some manner from the pain; then please revisit the description of Isaiah, for it was the humanity
(in His soul) of Jesus which took the blows, tasted the vinegar, felt the blade in His side and the
joints separating from the weight pulling down on them. Likewise, it isa man who has ascended
to the side of the Father and now gits in glory, waiting to usher in those sons of the Father for
which He was the author of salvation. We are set aside (sanctified) unto God by means of the
work of the Son, to whom we are eternally joined through faith. Darby has this delicious
observation—"1n the words, “It befitted Him,” | find the character of God; while in the
expression, “many sons,” | find the objects of Hislove.” Stuart Townend captured this perfectly
in this verse of his beautiful hymn—

“How great the searing pain of loss,
the Father turns His face away,
as wounds which mar the chosen one,
bring many sonsto glory.”
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For it befitted Him, for whom are al things, and by whom are al things, in
bringing many sons unto glory, to make the author of their salvation perfect
through sufferings. For both he that sanctifies and they who are sanctified are dl
of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren,

Hebrews 2:10, 11

When David considered the Word of God and his response to it, he penned these words in Psalm
22--They present 21 verses of preamble to the very next verse (12) of Hebrews chapter two.
They are so rich with application to our present state that | amincluding all of the passage at this
point.

” My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?
Far from my deliverance are the words of my roaring.
O my God, | cry by day, but Thou dost not answer;
and by night, but | have no rest.
Yet Thou art holy,
O Thou who are enthroned upon the praises of Isradl.

The opening words are those very utterances of the Lord Jesus on the Cross, crucified, and being
made to be sin for al mankind. David saw down the corridors of time to that moment when the
Christ would come on his behalf, his kinsman redeemer, and pay the price for the redemption of
God's chosen ones. So he then turns to the faith of his fathers and God' s response to them--

In Thee our fathers trusted;
They trusted, and Thou didst deliver them.
To Thee they cried out, and were delivered;
In Thee they trusted
You made me trust when still upon my mother’s breasts.
Upon Thee | was cast directly from birth,
You have been my God from my mother’ s womb.

Though committed to God'’s will from the womb, the young Jesus' life isfilled with purpose, al
too soon including suffering. Though there was never a time when a God-infused trust was not
present in the human soul Jesus, He would cry to the Father, “Why, hast thou forsaken me?’ In
that instance, it was not the absence of trust, but the crushing burden of sin, which forced the cry
from the depth of Hisbeing as a man. Believer, understand this; when you allow yourself to be
placed into situations, or forced into decisions, which are nothing but choices between things the
Word of God has already identified as sinful, then that pain of conscience and of frustration and
of confusion, is but a small part of the pain the Lord Jesus bore on your behalf. Know this, your
faillureto live up to the standard of His life does not diminish Him one iota, but magnifies His
glory and moral perfection. But, now He says--
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Be not far from me, for distressis near;
for there are none to help.
Many bulls have surrounded me.
They open wide their mouth at me,
asaravening and roaring lion.

The reference to being poured out like water brings several picturesimmediately to the mind of
the Jew considering the Gospel--One, the water of purification, which pours from the laver. It
was used to wash certain parts of the burnt offering sacrifices® prior to their being placed on the
altar, representing the temporal faith of the offerer being laid before God for cleansing of the inner
man--Two, the declaration of Jesus that He was the source of living water for all who would
come to Him for salvation--Three, the picture of water and blood, commingled by the high-priest
of Israel and poured out at the base of the dtar to speak of atonement for the snsof Israel. The
imagery chosen by the writer of Hebrewsis sharp and deep with meaning to those who read it.
Pray that it should aso be to us.

| am poured out like water,
and all my bones are out of joint;
My heart is like wax;
it ismelted within my inward parts.

At the end of man’sresources, thisis the description of His condition. It was so of the Lord
Jesus, rendered so by the hand of His Father--

My strength isdried up like a potsherd,
and my tongue cleaves to my jaws,
and You have laid me in the dust of death.

His vision turns to those who are watching this spectacle. We can only marvel at the manner in
which God revealed these truths to David so many years before their occurrence. “Dogs’ are
unbelievers who have not only rejected the truth but are now actively engaged in crucifying the
very One who personifiestruth. It isinteresting to note that “ assembly” isthe same word
trandated “ church” in the King James Version. It isa prescient comment on the apostate church
prior to the final return of Christ for His Bride.

For dogs have surrounded me;
an assembly of evildoers has encompassed me;

They pierced my hands and my feet.
| can feel every one of my bones.

8_eviticus 1:9 The entrails and the legs of the burnt offering represent that portion of the
sacrifice which is contaminated with sin by contact with the world, both inner (entrails) and outer.
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They look, they stare at me; they divide my garments among them,
and they cast lots for my clothing.

Even in this state of extreme distress, persecution, and threat, yet there is recognition of God’s
overarching providence and care, an awareness that “all things work together for the good, for
those who are the called to God's purpose.”® In this verse, as others, “soul” refersto the
humanity of the individual, the essence of humanness. Hundreds of years after David penned
these words, the Lord Jesus Christ would speak real meaning to them as He took on flesh and
placed His divine person within the limits of mankind in order to demonstrate true faith and secure
our salvation.

But, Thou, O Lord, be not far off;
O Thou my help, hasten to my assistance.
Deliver my soul from the sword,
my only life from the paw of the dog.
Save me fromthe lion’s mouth;
and from the horns of the wild oxen You answer me.

It isthe Lord Jesus Himself who says:

“1 will declare Thy name to my brethren
In the midst of the assembly | will praise Thee.

It isimperative that we know where these statements recorded by Christ’ s apostles to the Church
of the New Testament originated. It is precisely through the insertion into the New Testament
events of these very statements from Old Testament Scripture that we have been provided
historical, palpable verification of the deity and humanity of the Lord we serve. Herein Paul’s
letter to the Hebrews, he has reached back into David's Psalms and drawn forward the image,
which these people have fed on throughout generations--images of Messiah to come, the Christ
prayed for as God's Dédliverer, now come as a Man, God Incarnate. So these Hebrews are asked
to listen carefully to, and receive, the message of Jesus of Nazareth. It is Histestimony to the
Father’s provison for the salvation of man. “I will put my trust in him” is a statement
attributed to Christ, not the author of the letter, and is spoken of the Father asthe One in Whom
trust is placed. Thisis consistent with the next statement; “behold, | and the children which
God hath given me” brings usto the prayer of Christ, the High Priest of all men, in John 17:6; “I
manifested Thy name to the men whom Thou gavest Me out of the world; Thine they were, and
Thou gavest themto Me, and they have kept Thy Word.” Pay careful attention to this next
statement--all true Believers are children of the Almighty God our Heavenly Father. We are not
simply brothersto Christ, rather we are united with Him, in Him!

*Romans 8:28 “The good” is that body of truth, which is Christ. “All things’ may not
work together for temporal pleasure or even justice as the world seesiit; but they do redound to
the glory of our Lord.
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| will declare your name unto my brethren, in the midst of the assembly will | sing
praise unto You. And again, | will put my trust in him. And again, Behold | and the
children which God has given me. Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of
flesh and blood, He aso himself likewise took part of the same; that through death
He might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; and deliver
them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.

Hebrews 2:12-15

The Doctrine of Reconciliation

Just as we, children of the Almighty, are first flesh and blood, so too did our Redeemer become
fully flesh and blood, man, that He might die as a man and satisfy the full requirements of man’s
condemnation to die because of sin. Christ did not come as a spirit creature, but as man because
only within mankind is there the function of a priest, an intercessor between a righteous God and
sinful man. Becoming our high priest, He could, and did, make reconciliation for the sins of the
people. To be reconciled isto bring two things together, satisfying al differences that keep them
apart. Inreconciling usto God, the Lord Jesus satisfied these elements of the barrier, which
separated man from God--

Sin: Because man (the first Sl N Adam) had willfully sinned, he no
longer displayed the glory and image of God, the state in which
he was created. In order to restore him, he had to again be rendered
alive spiritually. Thisisthe reason why Regeneration is foundational to conversion. Our human
Spirit is regenerated in a person who is spiritually dead but is now
being made alive. PENALTY

Penalty: Breaking God's Law (do not eat) carried with it a

penalty, death. There were two deaths in view; spiritual death, which was immediate and
experienced by loss of their covering of light (the visible glory of God); and physica death, which
was temporally impending, giving urgency to their change of will towards obedience. Without

physical death man could have procrastinated forever.

. BIRTH _
Birth: Born as descendants of the First Adam we are fully human,
possessor of a soul, mind, body, will, and an old nature of

disobedience. In order to be extricated from the curse of humanity (spiritual and physical death)
we must become free of the old nature and alive to God Who is spirit. As Christ told Nicodemus
in John chapter 3, “You must be born again.” The new birth is God's provision for making us
alive spiritually and bringing usinto His family as His children.
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Satisfying the demands of righteousness and removing these barriers is the SIN
definition of reconciliation, the work of Jesus, the high priest of mankind.

In offering himself, as a man, He paid the penalty, brought a new nature into
us by means of the indwelling Holy Spirit and now presents usto the Father PENALTY

as newborn children.
BIRTH

For truly He took not on him the nature of angels; but He took on

him the seed of Abraham. Wherefore in all thingsit behooved him to

be made like unto his brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful high priest
in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in
that He himself has suffered being tempted, He is able to succor them that are
tempted. Hebrews 2:16-18

Section 3. Chapter 3:1-6
The Son’sglory over the house of God.

The third section presents ideas associated with completeness and the Son' s association with the
whole realm of God the Father’s reign. Because the Hebrews held Moses in such a high position
astheir historical representative before God, it is necessary that Jesus be shown to be superior to
Moses as the sole mediator of God’ s covenants with His people. Where Moses was to be
accorded homer as the master of his house, it was to be recognized that Jesus was the builder of
the house in which all believers are placed.

The Son issuperior to Moses. 3:1-6

“Holy brethren” defines the audience for thisletter. The author, Paul, wasfirst, one set apart
(holy) to Christ Jesus and second, a Jew by birth entitled to call these Hebrew Christians brethren.
They are all together “ partakers of the heavenly calling” as ones who accepted Jesus the Christ
asthe “High Priest” of all that they professed to believe. “Consider Jesus’ the writer says, the
“one sent with a message” and the only man qualified before a righteous God to perform the
office of “High Priest” placing the acceptable sacrifice before arighteous God. Don’'t overlook
His“being ever faithful to the One who appointed Him,” God the Father. Moses their
forefather was faithful within his house, but “this man,” Jesus, “ was counted worthy of more
glory than M oses’ because He was the author of our salvation.

(3:1-3) Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider
Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, being ever faithful to the one
appointing him, as also Moses was faithful in all his house. For this man was
counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as the builder of the house
has more honor than the house. Hebrews 3:1-3
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(3:4-6) People recognize that the honor of a fine piece of work, of a magnificent house, accrues
to the reputation and standing of the builder. It speaks of hig’her skill, dedication, attention to
detail, and ability. And, the writer says, “every house is built by some man” to whom honor is
given. “But” introduces a contrast between man, who builds houses, and God, the builder of “ all
things.” And, having built his house, Moses “ was found faithful. . .asa servant” rather than as
the one who had conceived of the house (speaking both literally of his home and figuratively of
his descendants). There is another contrast; “but” compared to Moses the servant, “ Christ asa
son over hisown house” is superior to Moses.

For every house is constructed by some man; but he that built all thingsis God.
And Moses truly was faithful in all his house as a servant, for a testimony of those
things which were to be spoken after; but Christ as a son over his own house;
whose house we are, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope
firm unto the end. Hebrews 3:4-6

Section 4, Chapter 3:7-4:13
The Son issuperior to Joshua. 3:7-4:13

(3:7-11) Inverse 7, “if” isathird class conditional “ maybe you will and maybe not.”
“Hearts’ isplura and is from cardias, aword that is more closely associated with the center of
our thoughts, or [mind] than with our emotions. “The Holy Spirit says, ‘Today, if you choose
to, hear hisvoice--do not close your mindsasin therebellion in the wilderness, when your
fathersyielded to temptation and tested me and proved methrough forty years of my
works.” lsn't it incredible that those Israglites who were délivered from Egyptian bondage so
quickly forgot God'’s provision and in their fit of pique, so set their minds against obeying God
willingly, and tempted Him for over forty years. Every day they saw a miracle, the provision of
food and water in the midst of the desert. Y et they remained obstinate in their defiance of God's
leadership. Are we, as humans in general, any different? We have the progressive revelation of
the past 2000 years to attest to the authenticity of Jesus as the Son of God and yet, as a people,
we gtill rgject the historical proof, the empirical evidence for the infallibility of Scripture, and
spend limitless resources in pursuit of any other explanation for our being here.

S0, even as the Holy Spirit says, “Today if you will, hear his voice, harden not
your hearts as in the provocation, in the day of the temptation in the wilderness,
when your fathers tempted [me], proved [me], and saw my works forty years.”
Therefore | was angry with that generation, and said, “They always err in their
heart” and they knew not my ways. So | swore in my wrath, they shall not enter
into my rest.’® Hebrews 3:7-11

(3:12, 13) So the warning to these Jews considering the claims of Christ on their livesis very
apropos to our own lives aswell, i.e.--having brought the reality of the “living God” before us

10 Numbers 14:23
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for consideration, we must exercise all caution “lest there be in any one of [us] a heart, an evil
of unbéelief in the departing from a living God.” This sentence is built up of these parts--there
is no indefinite article before “ heart” signifying attention on the character or quality of the heart
in question. Inthis case, the “heart” isdefined as “as evil of unbelief” and “unbelief” is
expanded and defined as“ departing from aliving God.” So, working back through the verse,
we see thisemerge; God isa‘living God.” It was the ‘living God’ who decreed that He would
send His only Son to redeem man. It was the ‘living God’ who came willingly to do His Father’s
will and give Himself on the Cross in obedience to the Father’s demands. It isthe ‘living God’
who fills us with His presence as the Holy Spirit, and uses us to produce the character of the Lord
Jesus Christ in our lives. We worship and adore a God who is alive, who is area person asthe
ascended Man, albeit deity. We do not worship icons or idols, symbols or religions, etherea

being or human ideals. We worship a God of life, who would take it up, lay it down, and then rise
from death to transform it into an eternal existence of infinite spiritual quality. Fail to believe that
and you turn f<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>